














Megan Schulz was promoted to Coordinator of Technology & Innovation for Library Service after 

having been a reference librarian at the State Library since 2009. Megan joined the State Library of 

Kansas sta� in 2005 as a library assistant.  

The State Library of Kansas quickly moved to the forefront of the ebook con�icts, when State 

Librarian Jo Budler rejected a contract renewal from the ebook monopoly, OverDrive, that would 

have increased costs nearly 700%. Since then, Kansas has settled in nicely with alternative 

platforms that include 3M and OneClickDigital.

More than 300 children, parents, media and library personnel joined Kansas' �rst lady to kick o� 

the Kansas Reads to Preschool Week 2011. Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, written by one of Kansas’s 

best known and most beloved children’s book authors, the late Bill Martin, Jr., with John Archam-

bault and illustrated by Lois Ehlert, was the selected 2011 title. Over 35,000 kansas preschoolers 

participated in reading events during November 13-19.

In October 2011, the State Library issued a Request for Proposal for a statewide database subscrip-

tion.  The State Library received 19 vendor proposals covering 19 subject areas.  Librarians across 

the state had an opportunity to try and evaluate the all of the databases during the 90-day free 

trial period from December to March.   After the trial period, the evaluations were collected and 

databases were ranked based on the evaluation.  The State Library then received the pricing and 

was able to build a package of databases which included 16 of the 19 subject areas from the RFP, 

and balanced price with evaluated quality of the database. The State Library was then able to 

enter into a �ve year contract with vendors, with minimal increases annually, beginning FY2013. 

Please see the table on page 29 for annual cost increases.

From free t-shirts, to movie passes, to ice cream, Kansas libraries once again enticed Kansas kids to 

participate in summer reading. Prizes are popular, but the real winners were the youngsters who 

maintained and improved their reading skills over the summer. An estimated 87,313 kids partici-

pated in the Collaborative Summer Library Program, Dream Big READ!

The State Library worked with Kansas First Lady Mary Brownback on the 1st Annual Kansas Book 

Festival.  The State Library and Kansas Center for the Book awarded the 2011 Kansas Notable 

Books at the festival.

Lianne Flax joined the State Library sta� as Online Services Librarian.  Lianne took over the 

support duties for the statewide shared resources, including the statewide databases, audio-

books, Music & More, Learning Express, and more.  Lianne not only provides support to both 

library sta� and the public, but she also develops online tutorials, documentation and training to 

support all of the online services. 

The State Library held Broadband Everywhere! training sessions around Kansas, leaving 

participants with a new tool to help plan for the broadband capacity, so that libraries and 

communities might thrive now and in the future.  The session wrapped up with stories about how 

Kansans are using the Internet and  focused on advocating for broadband needs.  An advocacy 

manual was created. It included sample broadband messages and identi�ed current and 

potential partners that can help spread the message.  An action plan was started that will help 

start building support for adequate, sustainable broadband access to meet the current and future 

needs of Kansas libraries and communities.

The 2012 Kansas Reads…Our Boys: A Perfect Season with the Smith Center Redmen by Joe Drape 

kicked o� on Friday, January 27. The State Library and the Kansas Center for the Book encouraged 

libraries and schools across the state to participate in this dynamic one-book/one-state project.

Shannon Roy and Cindi Hickey received the 2012 Friends of Kansas Libraries Duane Johnson 

Library Leadership Award for excellence and leadership.

In Spring 2012, the State Library of Kansas worked with several Kansas librarians to present a new 

online program series called “The Library as Community Center.” In total, the State Library spon-

sored three programs evoking lively discussions emphasizing the many di�erent styles that could 

be e�ective in library and community planning.

The State Library of Kansas began o�ering �nancial assistance to library support sta� applying for 

certi�cation in the American Library Association’s Library Support Sta� Certi�cation (LSSC) 

Program.  The LSSC Program o�ered library employees a new career path in the library profession 

and the opportunity to achieve recognition for their experience, enhance library service, and 

increase skills and knowledge in areas like the foundations of librarianship, technology, and 

communication.

On May 17th, Governor Brownback kicked o� a summer reading initiative entitled Read Kansas 

Read, encouraging children of all ages to read over the summer so that they may return to school 

better readers.  The State Library helped with this initiative and will continue to partner with the 

Governor’s o�ce in the future. More than 400 students statewide read over 10,000 books.

State Librarian Joanne Budler announced the selections for the Kansas Notable Book List for 

2012. The best 15 books published in 2011 by Kansas authors or about Kansas included �ction, 

non�ction, adult and young adult books.

Brian Herder was hired as a Reference Librarian for the State Library of Kansas.  Before joining the 

State Library, Brian worked at the Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library as well as volunteer-

ing at Johnson County Public Library and Baldwin City Public Library. Brian Obtained his MLS 

from Emporia State in December 2009 and received his undergraduate degree from the Universi-

ty of Kansas. Among other things, Brian will answer reference questions, index Senate bills, 

maintain the legal collection and work with others on a project to digitize the House and Senate 

bill card catalog.

Anna Foote was hired as the Early Literacy Coordinator for the State Library of Kansas. Anna has a 

passion for youth and early literacy. Her vision is that every child in Kansas will have a �rmly 

established love of reading and learning before they enter kindergarten. Because of this vision, 

she’s thrilled to work with librarians and educators to help all Kansans bene�t from the 6 by 6: 

Ready to Read initiative. Prior to joining the State Library sta�, Anna worked for eight years at 

Johnson County Library’s Antioch location, the incubator for 6 by 6 ideas and activities.

Candace LeDuc was hired as the new Communications Coordinator for the State Library of 

Kansas. Candace joins the State Library with more than 10 years’ experience in creative services. 

Candace graduated from Pittsburg State University with a bachelor’s degree in communication 

and a minor in graphic design. 

Collecting, preserving and providing access to the publications of the government of Kansas is all part of a transparent 
democratic process.  Because many government publications are now born digital and because government changes on 
a regular basis, the State Library, in cooperation with the Kansas State Historical Society, identi�es, captures, preserves 
and provides access to many Kansas government publications that are born digital and frequently reside on agency 
Websites.  The mechanism for doing so is called KSPACe.  

The State Library will continue to capture publications and move them over to KSPACe. KSPACe is open source software 
that has been modi�ed to meet the purpose described above. Due to the elimination of sta�, in FY2013, KSPACe statistics 
will continue to decline.   
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