11/20/2015

Class Objective
• November 19, 5-6 PM

Inform the participant and Test
Drive Laptops, Tablets and
ChromeCast devices that offer
opportunities for online
entertainment including movies
and games. Just in time for the
gift giving season!

• FREE! NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

• come to Newton and participate
with a live audience.
Thinking of cutting the cord?
Why and why not do it,
alternatives and more sources of entertainment.

What are your options?
ChromeCast
Apple TV, Roku
Sling, Hulu, Netflix

To log in live from home go to:
https://kanren.zoom.us/j/561178181
Watch the recorded presentation anytime after the 15th
Presenter: Nathan, IT Supervisor, at the Newton Public Library

CORRECTION: cox cable finally replied
to me in an email.

Cable TV

http://thesmarterwallet.com/images/cut-cable-bill-2.jpg

They are the immediate
answer and obvious
choice with the most
subscribers and most
channels and options.
Cable is the first and
last stop for home
entertainment for most
people of the last
decade

but they have been increasing prices and so the rest of this class will be
dedicated to the alternatives.
Side note: My decision to do take the class this route was encouraged by
waiting on hold, sending emails and not getting any real assistance from
cox cable.

Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2015 7:41 PM
To: 'Nathan Carr'
Subject: RE: Tech Treats Class to the public
Hi Nathan! Does this help:
Cox Communications is a broadband communications and entertainment company, providing
advanced digital video, Internet, telephone and home security and automation services over
its own nationwide IP network. The third-largest U.S. cable company, Cox serves
approximately 6 million residences and businesses. Cox Business is a facilities-based
provider of voice, video and data solutions for commercial customers, and Cox Media is a
full-service provider of national and local cable spot and digital media advertising. Cox is
known for its pioneering efforts in cable telephone and commercial services, industryleading customer care and its outstanding workplaces. For eight years, Cox has been
recognized as the top operator for women by Women in Cable Telecommunications; Cox has
ranked among DiversityInc's Top 50 Companies for Diversity 10 times, including the last nine
years. More information about Cox Communications, a wholly owned subsidiary of Cox
Enterprises, is available at www.cox.com and www.coxmedia.com.
http://coxinnovates.com/
helpful as well

I encourage you to read the linked article below at a later date.
ht t p: / / as t ar m at hs andphys ic s . com / gcs e- phys ic s / t v- and- r adio- t r ans m is s ions - ht m l- m 581bbdf 6. g if

Stop Paying Too Much for Cable!
Find Freedom by Cutting the Cord
by highya

Free airwave broadcast tv

ht t p: / / as t ar m at hs andphys ic s . com / gcs e- phys ic s / t v- and- r adio- t r ans m is s ions - ht m l- m 581bbdf 6. g if

• Tvfool.com for maps to tell you what channels
you could receive.

• http://www.highya.com/article/stop-paying-toomuch-for-cable-find-freedom-by-cutting-the-cord
http://smallpressworld.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/TVNetworks.jpg

http://salestores.com/stores/images/images_747/ANT1250.jpg
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Options that “Cut the Cord”

http://www.althos.com/tutorial/images/CATV-Tutorial-broadcast-television.jpg

http://info.edgeware.tv/Portals/12541/images/cutting-cords_231738844_930x533px1-resized-600.jpg

Digital Antennas

• $20 per month for 20 channels
• Works on TV, tablet, laptop and phone
• Sling30day.com for a free 30 day trial.

• Digital antennas, such as the Winegard Flatwave
Air, Mohu Leaf, and Clear TV typically plug
directly into the coaxial port on the back of your
TV, and should work flawlessly—as long as your
TV was manufactured after 2007
• (click here for a quick video on how to attach an
HD antenna to a television manufactured prior to
2007).
• Afterward, plug it in, power it up, scan for
available channels, and you’ll be watching high
definition television—for free—in no time.

Internet-Based Television –
• While Aereo is currently the only mass-market
provider of internet-based television, most insiders
agree that this segment will drastically increase in
popularity over the next several years, so we feel
it’s important to include it here. In fact, numerous
companies are currently developing their webbased television platforms (or are seriously
contemplating it), including Sony, Verizon, Amazon,
and more.
So while web-based TV might not currently be your
first choice, it’s going to quickly become a viable
option for cutting the cord in the very near future

•During peak times — between 9 p.m. and midnight — Netflix accounts
for 33 percent of North American’s downstream traffic.
•Netflix Enhancer ($1/year) is a Chrome browser extension that adds
more information about the film to your page. You can also opt for the
old extension, which is free.
•Watching in a country where content isn’t available? Try Hola.
• Change the Subtitle Font: to to “My Account” and click on “Subtitle
Appearance” to change the size, font, color, background, and other
settings on your subtitles.
•When you’re truly at a loss as to what to watch on Netflix,
try Netflixroulette.net.
•creating different profiles for when you want specific types of content
can give you more specific options. Examples: 80’s, Family, Kids, Binge,
•Shift + Alt + a left mouse click brings up a troubleshooting menu that
allows you to adjust the bit rate of a stream so it doesn’t buffer.
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Netflix

Netflix

Keyboard Shortcuts:
F = full screen
Shift + Left Arrow = rewind, Shift + Right Arrow = fastforward
M = mute
Up arrow = volume up
Down arrow = volume down
Enter = play/pause
Page Up = play
Page down = pause
ESC = exit full screen

1. The idea behind Netflix came in 1997 after the CEO was charged $40 for a late VHS copy
of Apollo 13.
2. The CEO’s great-grandfather, Alfred Lee Loomis, was instrumental in winning WWII. He
anticipated the Wall Street Crash of 1929 and therefore protected his considerable wealth. His
funds helped establish a laboratory that became a meeting place for the world’s most successful
scientists, including Albert Einstein. The space allowed the development of the radar technology
that helped Allies successfully carry out the invasion of Normandy.
3. Netflix has been around longer than Google. Netflix was established as a subscription service
in 1997. Google was founded in 1998.
4. In 2000, Netflix was offered to Blockbuster for $50 million. The now practically dead video
rental company declined the offer. Netflix is currently worth $20 billion and is very much alive.
5. The company’s revenue is estimated at $6 billion.
6. Netflix is available in nearly 50 countries.
7. The market with the highest growth is Latin America.
8. There is a record 57.4 million unique Netflix subscribers online (as of January 2015). Since one
subscription allows several people to watch Netflix, the number of actual users is much bigger.
9. In the United States, for example, Netflix outranks cable TV with 33 million subscribers.
10. It’s also the single largest contributor to Internet traffic in many countries. In the States, it
amounts to almost one third during primetime.
http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

20. In order to maintain its success, Netflix monitors other websites to decide on next
purchases. One of the websites it has on its radar is BitTorrent.
21. Netflix has over 76,000 categories, including “Cool Moustaches,” “Imaginative Time Travel
Movies from the 1980s,” and “Mind-bending Romantic Foreign Movies”.
22. These also include the special categories like April Fool’s Day “Movies That Are English But
Still Require Subtitles”.
23. Netflix cares more about what you actually watch than what you say you do. It knows you’re
more likely to rate Citizen Kane high to seem more cultured, whereas in reality you’ve been
stuck in a loop rewatching Family Guy for the past three months.
24. The starting pay at the most entry-level positions such as call centre is $18 per hour plus a
free subscription to Netflix.
25. Netflix employees can take as many days off as they want. “It’s about freedom and
responsibility and treating people like adults,” the spokesperson for Netflix said. As long as their
work doesn’t suffer, employees are free to have as much time off as they like (providing they
arrange it in advance and don’t just swan off whenever they like, of course).
26. One of the world’s most wanted jobs is offered by Netflix. Netflix is willing to pay you to stay
at home and watch the content they purchased and/or produced. All you have to do is tag it
with words from a pool of 1,000 keywords. The process of tagging in order to improve the
service’s video recommendations is called Netflix Quantum Theory.
http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

A fun BuzzFeed Netflix Quiz
Where Should You Live Based On How You Watch Netflix?
http://www.buzzfeed.com/netflixuk/where-should-you-live-based-on-how-you-watch-netflix?b=1#.wuDWg6LB6

11. That’s why the time of the day affects video quality, with the worst time of the day being
7pm–9pm.
12. Canada is considered a Third World country by Netflix in terms of broadband internet
ranking.
13. The average Netflix subscriber streams around 90 minutes a day.
14. People who have children are statistically far more likely to have a Netflix subscription.
15. Around 60% of Netflix users binge-watch shows at least every few weeks.
16. Netflix’s content library takes over one petabyte of data. This is an equivalent of 1,024
terabytes or 1,048,576 gigabytes. In other words – A LOT.
17. The first video content ever put on Netflix was a test film created to inspect standard film
frames. if you have an access to the US version of Netflix, type in “Example Show” and you will
still find it.
18. The most watched show on Netflix is Breaking Bad.
19. In 2006, Netflix held a million-dollar contest. The challenge was to create a new, perfected
video content recommendation algorithm. The film the contestants had to run through the code
and successfully categorise wasNapoleon Dynamite.

http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

27. In the United States where the company also offers a flat rate DVD-by-mail service, Netflix
employees are sworn to secrecy on the location of the DVD warehouses to avoid people
dropping off DVDs at the location or trying to rob the place. Same goes for Netflix trucks, which
go undercover.
28. A Netflix inspector sorts around 650 DVDs per hour. That’s 5,200 DVDs per a working day.
29. Netflix uses rectangular envelopes purely for cost efficiency. USPS charges more for square
ones. The difference would amount to around $225 million more if they went with the square
option.
30. As of February 2015, Netflix has produced 66 original programs, including series, films,
continuations, documentaries, and comedy specials.
31. Netflix purchased the licensing rights to House of Cards and brought David Fincher and Kevin
Spacey on board because their movies were already very popular on Netflix.
32. Similarly, Netflix invited Jenji Kohan to produce Orange Is The New Black after her success
with Weeds.
33. In late 2013, Netflix signed a landmark deal with Marvel Television to produce four liveaction TV programs based on renowned Marvel superheroes. The four individual characters will
get their own shows, before coming together in a mini-series, which will see them teaming up
as The Defenders.

http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

3

11/20/2015

Items Leaving
34. Adam Sandler signed a four-movie deal with Netflix because “Netflix rhymes with Wet
Chicks.”
35. Netflix became the first original online programming service to win a major television award
such as a Golden Globe. In 2014, House of Cards’ Robin Wright won Best Actress in a drama
television.
36. Netflix also got a nomination for an Oscar. In 2013, it released an Egyptian-American
documentary called The Square. Depicting the Egyptian Revolution of 2011, the film was
directed by Jehane Noujaim and was nominated for Best Documentary Feature at the 86th
Academy Awards.
37. Netflix has its own awards — The Flixies. It’s a pretty lighthearted, tongue-in-cheek award
show where users are invited to vote on their favourite shows. The categories are designed to
reflect and celebrate the new way in which people consume entertainment online, including
Best Marathon TV Show, Best Bromance, or Best Commute Shortener.

http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

Gone November 1, 2015
1492: Conquest of Paradise (1992)
America in Primetime (2011)
Bali: Season 1 (2006)
Balto 3: Wings of Change (2004)
Batman & Robin (1997)
Best Kept Secret (2013)
Best Laid Plans (1999)
Changing Lanes (2002)
Cleopatra (1963)
Conspiracy Theory (1997)
Death Warrant (1990)
Fargo (1996)
Fela Kuti: Music Is the Weapon (1982)
Funny Games (1997)
Half the Sky: (2012)
Hero and Terror (1988)
House of Flying Daggers (2004)
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie (2002)
Lunopolis (2009)
Move Over, Darling (1963)
Norman (2010)
Pajanimals: Season 1 (2010)
Rudy (1993)

this month
Saw (2004)
Saw II (2005)
Saw III (2006)
Saw IV (2007)
Saw V (2008)
Scream (1996)
Secrets of Mary Magdalene (2006)
Soul Plane (2004)
Stand by Me (1986)
Taking Lives (2004)
The Blues Brothers (1980)
The Core (2003)
The Last Waltz (1978)
The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio (2005)
Three Kings (1999)
Tyler Perry's Meet the Browns (2008)
Year of the Dog (2007)
Your Inner Fish (2014)
Gone November 3, 2015
Bratz: Good Vibes (2011)
Gone November 5, 2015
The Perfect Stranger (2011)
Gone November 7, 2015
Shanghai Noon (2000)

Gone November 8, 2015
My Hope America with Billy Graham (2013)
Gone November 9, 2015
The Road (2011)
Gone November 10, 2015
Bratz: Pampered Petz (2010)
Gone November 12, 2015
A Girl Walks into a Bar (2011 Gone November
13, 2015
Stranger by the Lake (2014)
Gone November 15, 2015
Fleabag Monkeyface: Season 1 (2012)
Gone November 16, 2015
Teen Beach Movie (2013)
Gone November 17, 2015
Bratz: Diamondz (2006)
Gone November 19, 2015
Breaking the Girls (2013)
Crystal Fairy & the Magical Cactus (2013)
Gone November 22, 2015
Alpha and Omega: The Legend of the Saw Tooth
Cave (2014)
Steve Jobs: The Lost Interview (2012)
Gone November 24, 2015
Art of Flight: The Series (2012)
Gone November 27, 2015
Burning Man (2011)
Leviathan (2012)
Gone November 28, 2015
Something From Nothing: The Art of Rap (2012)
Gone November 29, 2015
Romanzo Criminale: Season 1-2
Salamander: Season 1 (2012)
Gone November 30, 2015
Jesus Henry Christ (2011)
Virginia (2010)

http://www.buzzfeed.com/annaneyman/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-netflix#.pw8Vp5A85

Hulu Plus vs. Hulu: Why Pay When
You Can Get It for Free?

,

http://www.wired.com/images_blogs/gadgetlab/2010/11/Hulu-Plus.png

• In either incarnation, Hulu is the ideal online streaming
service for television fans who want to keep up with
their favorite characters without having to pay the
hefty cable fees associated with packaged
entertainment.
• If binge viewing is among one of your favorite pastimes,
a $7.99 monthly subscription to Hulu Plus will provide
more than enough fodder to keep your busy for days,
weeks and even longer.
• If catching up with recently aired TV episodes is your
aim, accessing Hulu.com on a computer browser will
keep you up to date for absolutely free.
http://www.notebookreview.com/feature/hulu-plus-vs-hulu-why-pay-when-you-can-get-it-for-free/

Amazon Prime is a membership program that gives
customers access to streaming video, music, e-books,
free shipping and a variety of other Amazon-specific
services. Amazon Prime is a no-brainer for those
heavily invested in the Amazon ecosystem, but others
should read up on it before they spend $100 for a
one-year membership.
Prime benefits: Free two-day shipping on eligible item, Prime
Instant Video, Prime Music, Prime Photos, Prime Pantry, Amazon
Elements, Prime Early Access Lightning Deals, Kindle Owners' Lending
Library, Deals and Discounts, Kindle First: free books, Compliments of
Amazon Mom, Membership Sharing
http://mike.blogs.com/.a/6a00d83451c1bb69e20134868fb804970c-pi
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• You most definitely DO own the Instant
Videos you purchase, though not in the form
of physical copies.
• You are allowed to have up to two copies of
each Instant Video downloaded at any time,
and Amazon provides a free software program
specifically for this purpose.
• Closed captions are available on some Instant
Videos, and where available,
http://www.technobuffalo.com/2011/02/28/streaming-video-services-compared-amazon-hulu-and-netflix/

Who is the biggest?
• Netflix is the leading paid streaming service,
with about 53 million subscribers worldwide,
including 38 million in the US. Amazon is
second, with an estimated 24 million Prime
subscribers using its video service, compared
with Hulu's six million paid subscribers,
according to Forrester Research.

https://kitschycarnival.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/crunchyroll_logo_tagline.png

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/01/16/key-facts-amazon-prime-instant-video

That said, Cable is still punching in at 68.5
million total subscriptions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cable_television_in_the_United_States

Movies & TV on Google Play
• https://play.google.com/store/movies?hl=en
• They have rentals and movies to buy but no pay
per month subscription.
• They do have really good deals here and there.
• Things change quickly at google and they do have
access to the entire youtube catalog so they are
worth keeping an eye on in the future.

Media Streamer boxes
• Most TV’s and BlueRay players have streaming software built
in but cannot hold a candle to these dedicated streaming
boxes.
• Nearly every streamer sold today requires an HDMI input,
which excludes older TVs. If the TV you're connecting to lacks
HDMI, your only resort is an older streamer like the Roku 1 .
• You'll also need a decent Internet connection. Most entry-level
broadband packages will suffice, but streaming video quality
may suffer especially during primetime hours in the evening.
• Many streamers need a good Wi-Fi connection as well, and
since they connect directly to your TV, you need to have plenty
of bars in the living room. A good alternative is to use wired
Ethernet, as long as your streaming device supports it.
• Compare them @ http://www.cnet.com/news/what-you-canwatch-on-the-new-apple-tv-vs-roku-vs-fire-tv-vs-chromecast/
http://www.cnet.com/news/chromecast-vs-apple-tv-vs-roku-3-which-media-streamer-should-you-buy/
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For this one, wikipedia says it best
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chromecast

Chromecast is a line of digital media players developed
by Google. Designed as small dongles, the devices play
audio/video content on a high-definition television or home
audio system by directly streaming it via Wi-Fi from the
Internet or a local network. Users select the media to play
using mobile apps and web apps that support the Google
Cast technology. Alternatively, content can be mirrored from
the Google Chrome web browser running on a personal
computer, as well as from the screen of
some Android devices.
http://blogs-images.forbes.com/amitchowdhry/files/2015/02/Google-Chromecast.png

A close up look of the roku box

http://www.eyeondemand.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Roku-Connections.jpg

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-oyQBz2ppWlk/URzJ6DsK2JI/AAAAAAAAADQ/NmfuZ1SA39k/s1600/Apple%25252520TV.png

• Apple TV is a digital media player and
a microconsole developed and sold by Apple Inc. It is a
small network applianceand entertainment device that
can receive digital data from a number of sources and
stream it to a capable TV for playing on the TV screen.
• All that stuff you bought on iTunes over the years?
Here's the cheapest way to play it on the big screen.
And no, Roku can't do that.

Roku vs. Apple TV vs. Chromecast vs. Amazon Fire TV
vs. Android TV: Which streamer should you buy?
Fed up with your dumb "smart TV?"
Tired of waiting for your console to boot up just so
you can watch Netflix? Looking for a cheap tech gift?
There are plenty of reasons to get a new dedicated
video streamer.

The best review of media streamers I
have found is at the link below

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple_TV

• http://www.cnet.com/news/chromecast-vs-apple-tvvs-roku-3-which-media-streamer-should-you-buy/

ht t p: / / www. cnet . com / news / chr om ecas t - vs - apple- t v- vs - r oku- 3- whic h- m edi a- s t r eam er - s hould- yo u- buy
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Plex allows you to stream your media to your devices, such
as your Mac, PC, smartphone, tablet, Xbox, Playstation,
Smart TV, Roku, Chromecast, and more. Whether it’s your
movie and TV collection, or your music library, Plex makes
your media beautiful by automatically adding movie posters,
plot summaries, album covers, and descriptions. Plex also
allows you to share your home video, photo, music, and
movie collections with your friends and family. For more
information, visit https://plex.tv, or follow at @plex
on Twitter orhttps://www.facebook.com/plexapp.
http://drobo.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/diagram-plex.jpg

Xbmc / kodi
• Kodi Home Theater (kodi.tv), formerly XBMC, is stand
alone, open source Home Theater Software which is
very flexible and customizable.
• Kodi is also available on a variety of platforms including
Windows, OSX and several different Linux flavors.
• Both Plex and Kodi not only play your media, but
organize it using a powerful back-end database which is
populated by ‘scrapping’ metadata, images and artwork
from online sources

Plex vs Kodi

http://www.htpcbeginner.com/plex-vs-kodi-comparison-guide/

The views, opinions, and information expressed during this webinar
are those of the presenter and are not the views or opinions of the
Newton Public Library. The Newton Public Library makes no
representation or warranty with respect to the webinar or any
information or materials presented therein. Users of webinar
materials should not rely upon or construe the information or
resource materials contained in this webinar as legal or other
professional advice and should not act or fail to act based on the
information in these materials without seeking the services of a
competent legal or other professional.

And remember to “like”
Newton Public Library on Facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/NewtonPublicLibraryKansas
or http://www.newtonplks.org

Do you have any Questions?
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http://41.media.tumblr.com/6ca4a7e3f4a78cb25cfdc74e0b48995a/tumblr_ndh49zqAHx1rli3xbo1_1280.jpg

Thank you for your Participation
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