PHOG: THE MOST INFLUENTIAL
MAN IN BASKETBALL

MIKE TORREZ: A BASEBALL
BIOGRAPHY

by Jorge Iber (Lubbock TX)
Published by McFarland & Company
Mike Torrez is remembered by
many by a career-defining loss
in 1978. Yet Torrez’s life added
up to much more than his worst
moment on the mound. From
a vibrant Mexican-American
community that settled in Topeka
in the early 1900s, “his story bears
witness to the importance of
athletics to an ethnic community,
and how this endeavor can be
utilized to challenge assumptions
about an ethnic group.”

A NEST OF HORNETS

by Robert Krenzel (Shawnee)
Published by CreateSpace
Winter, 1777: the British army,
weakened but not yet defeated,
venture
into
the
Jersey
countryside to seize supplies.
The Continental troops and
Jersey Militia will challenge
every British foray, and Gideon
Hawke, Ruth Munroe, and their
comrades are in the thick of the
fighting. They soon discover
that someone on their side is a
spy. Will they find and stop the
traitor before it is too late?

NEVER ENOUGH FLAMINGOS

by Janelle Diller (Colorado Springs CO)
Published by Worldtrek Publishing
In rural Kansas during the
Depression, Cat Peters’ family
is on edge of bankruptcy.
Fortunately,
wealthy
Simon
Yoder saves them with a loan.
He doles out small but critical
amounts of cash to the financially
beaten-down Mennonites and
employs some of the teenagers.
In return, he receives undying
gratitude and less than savory
perks. The theme of avoiding
conflict to keep the peace is
balanced with lively disarming
humor.

by Scott Morrow Johnson (Seattle
WA) University of Nebraska Press
Published by University
of Nebraska Press
Forrest “Phog” Allen took
basketball from a gentlemanly,
indoor
recreation
to
the
competitive game that would
become a worldwide sport.
Succeeding James Naismith
as the University of Kansas’s
basketball coach in 1907, Allen
led the Jayhawks for thirty-nine
seasons and holds the record
for most wins at that school,
with 590. This biography reveals
Allen as a master recruiter,
coach, promoter and basketball
visionary.

PRESENTING BUFFALO BILL:
THE MAN WHO INVENTED
THE WILD WEST

by Candace Fleming (Oak Park IL)
Published by Roaring Brook Press
Follow the life of William F. Cody,
from a childhood marred by
tragedy to an adolescence that
flirted with poverty and rebellion
to an adulthood in which William
transformed himself into Buffalo
Bill and took the world by storm
with his inventive shows and
demonstrations. With copious
archival illustrations, this book
makes the great showman—
perhaps our first true global
superstar—come alive.

THE SMALL-TOWN MIDWEST: RESILIENCE AND HOPE IN THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
by Julianne Couch (Bellevue IA)
Published by University
of Iowa Press
In the United States, there
are nearly fifty million people
living in small towns of just a
few thousand or less. In travels
throughout the Midwest—and
in particular, studies of Norton
and Sedan, Kansas—this book
explores deep family roots,
short
commutes,
familiar
neighbors, and, above all,
stubborn resilience. Across the
country, small-town residents
are embracing entrepreneurial
spirit, repurposing schools
and
committing
to
their
community’s future.

FAST-FOOD SONNETS: POEMS

by Dennis Etzel Jr. (Topeka)
Published by Coal City Review Press
These
well-crafted
poems
examine the diverse sides of
working in the fast-food industry,
exposing the injustice along
with the absurdity. Poems such
as Small Fry speak to the poet’s
formative years, to the epiphanies
and heartbreaks of feeling
trapped in a job. “Think of how
the sun feels outside, compared
/ to the heat lamps reflecting off
the back / mirror. How the beach
feels, as salt gets stuck / under
your nails with the frying oil”

GHOST SIGN: POEMS FROM WHITE BUFFALO

HERO OF THE EMPIRE: THE BOER
WAR, A DARING ESCAPE AND THE
MAKING OF WINSTON CHURCHILL

by Candice Millard (Kansas City)
Published by Doubleday
At the age of twenty-four—already
confident he would be prime
minister someday— Winston
Churchill was taken prisoner
while covering the Boer War.
Remarkably, he pulled off a daring
escape—crossing hundreds of
miles of enemy territory, alone,
with nothing but a crumpled wad
of cash, four slabs of chocolate,
and his wits to guide him. Hero
of the Empire is more than an
extraordinary adventure story, for
the lessons Churchill took from
the Boer War would profoundly affect twentieth century history.

by Al Ortolani (Shawnee Mission), Melissa Fite Johnson,
Adam Jameson, and J.T. Knoll (Pittsburg)
Published by 39 West Press
and Spartan Press
The poets in this collection
carry forward the proudly
independent spirit of “The Little
Balkans” region of Southeast
Kansas. They call themselves
White Buffalo, after a nowdefunct café in Pittsburg that
offered a place of community.
Ghost Sign is rooted in folklore
and mystery, shaped by strong
imagery: sunlight on the crater
of a strip pit, railroad men, and a
grandfather at a piano plunking
out Methodist hymns.

HURT PEOPLE: A NOVEL

by Cote Smith (Lawrence)
Published by Farrar Straus Giroux
It’s the summer of 1988 in
Leavenworth, a town shaken by
the escape of a convict. Swimming
unsupervised,
despite
their
mother’s objections, two young
brothers meet a mysterious
stranger who calls himself Chris,
and is too interested in boys half
his age. As the older brother
and Chris grow closer, the wary
younger brother detects the
danger of this new friendship,
and desperately tries to keep his
brother from slipping away.

THE LAST WILD PLACES OF
KANSAS: JOURNEYS INTO
HIDDEN LANDSCAPES

by George Frazier (Lawrence)
Published by University
Press of Kansas
This eye-opening travelogue of
nature’s secret holdouts in the
Sunflower State takes readers
from the unexpected wilds of
the Kansas City suburbs to the
Cimarron National Grassland
in the far southwestern corner
of the state. Along the way we
encounter a host of curious
characters—ranchers, farmers,
Native Americans, and outdoor
enthusiasts—all fellow travelers in a quest to know, preserve,
and share the last wild places of Kansas.

LOST AND GONE FOREVER:
A NOVEL OF SCOTLAND
YARD’S MURDER SQUAD

by Alex Grecian (Topeka)
Published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons
It is 1891; the Murder Squad‘s
Sergeant Nevil Hammersmith
has just set up his own private
detective agency, and Inspector
Walter Day has been missing
for a year. With Jack the Ripper
on the loose, and a pair of
menacingly
polite
bounty
hunters complicating the search,
no gruesome detail is spared in
this hunt for Victorian England’s
most famous serial killer.

THE MEMORY OF LEMON: A NOVEL

IOWAY LIFE: RESERVATION
AND REFORM, 1837-1860
GREEN CITY: HOW ONE COMMUNITY
SURVIVED A TORNADO AND REBUILT
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

by Allan Drummond (Suffolk England)
Published by Farrar Straus Giroux
After
a
Tornado
struck
Greensburg, Kansas in 2007,
rather than give up hope, some
residents resolved to rebuild
better than ever. From the point of view of a child whose family
rebuilt after the storm, the bright watercolor illustrations and
lively text tell the exciting story of how, in the face of tragedy, a
community joined together to create one of the greenest towns
in the United States.

by Greg Olson (Columbia MO)
Published by University
of Oklahoma Press
In 1837 the Ioways, an Indigenous
people who had called most of
present-day Iowa and Missouri
home, were forcibly removed by
the US government to the newly
created Great Nemaha Agency.
This is the first detailed account
of how the tribe maintained their
traditions and identity in the face
of efforts by government officials
and missionaries to promote
assimilation into the American
mainstream.

by Judith Fertig (Overland Park)
Published by Berkley Books
Claire “Neely” Davis is no
ordinary pastry chef: she can
“taste”
people’s
emotions,
sensing the ingredients that
will touch her customers’ souls.
The bickering and indecision
of her latest clients, however,
leaves her intuition frustratingly
silent. As she struggles to craft
the perfect wedding while
also navigating divorce, a new
relationship and the return of
her long-absent father, she’ll
uncover a family history that
proves how the sweet and sour
in life often combine to make the
most delicious memories.

