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here are six skills children need to acquire
before they can learn to read. While all of the skills
are being developed throughout early childhood,
specific age groups offer a unique opportunity to
focus on a particular skill. Researchers from the National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development and the Public Library Association partnered to
explore what impact caregivers can have on a child’s literacy development.
They divided early literacy development into these stages:
Early talkers (birth-two) Talkers (two & three) Pre-Readers (four & five)

The spoken language is made up of individual and separate sounds, which when
recognized are referred to as phonological awareness. It is important to help
develop this skill in four- and five-year-olds so they are ready to read when they
begin school. Research has shown that children who play with rhymes and the
sounds of words in their preschool years are better prepared to read when they
get to school. In fact, if children in the early elementary school years are having
trouble reading, it is likely that the difficulty lies with this skill.
Four- and five-year-old children like books that tell stories that they can memorize, help tell or even re-enact; scary stories and funny stories; and stories that
encourage their developing imaginations. They like books that play with words
and sounds. Here are a few suggestions:
I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More! by Karen Beaumont
Llama Llama Red Pajama by Anna Dewdney
Sheila Rae the Brave by Kevin Henkes
Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem Fox
I Stink! by Kate McMullan
Duck on a Bike by David Shannon
Caps for Sale by Esther Slobodkina
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Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing
before they can actually read and write.

