2021 Kansas Notable
The Kansas Notable Books List is the annual recognition
of 15 outstanding titles either written by Kansans or
about a Kansas related topic.

WHAT SOUND IS MORNING?

Written & Illustrated by Grand Snider
Published by Chronicle Books (Chronicle Kids)
At the first morning light, everything is quiet. Or is it?
Listen.
Welcome the day by exploring the subtle wonders—and exciting sounds—of the morning with this lyrical
and picturesque story. With bright art as exuberant as a rooster’s crow, this is a mobbing and timeless look at
the way each of us begins the day. Ages 2-4.
*Companion to 2020 Notable Book What Color Is Night?
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Wichita, Kansas.

CROAKED!: The Misadventures of Nobbin Swill
Written by Lisa Harkrader
Published by Yellow Jacket

Nobbin is now Prince Charming’s assistant, though he’s not able to assist him in his prince training when things go
awry saving Princess Angelica. After that mishap, Sir Roderick thinks the princess needs training too and advises the king
to send her away to a queen who can properly educate her. The king has doubts, but the queen suddenly shows up with
her son, Figbert.
They both torment and insult everyone at the castle and in the village until one day, Figbert disappears. The queen
thinks it’s the butler, but Nobbin suspects Sir Roderick. As they search for clues, they finally are able to find Figbert, but
he’s not quite like they remember. He’s much smaller, rounder, and much, much greener. Will they be able find out
who turned him into a frog and crack the case? Grades 2-5.
*Sequel to 2020 Notable book Crumbled!
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Tonganoxie, Kansas.

FARMERS UNITE!: Planting a protest for fair prices
Written by Lindsay H Metcalf
Published by Calkins Creek

In 1979, US farmers traveled to Washington, DC to protest unfair prices for their products.
Farmers wanted fair prices for their products and demanded action from Congress. After police
corralled the tractors on the National Mall, the farmers and their tractors stayed through a snowstorm and dug out the city. Americans were now convinced they needed farmers, but the law took
longer. Boldly told and highlighted with stunning archival images, this is the story of the struggle
and triumph of the American farmer that still resonates today. Grades 3-7
Kansas Connection: The author resides in Concordia, Kansas.

PEOPLE, PRIDE, AND PROMISE: The Story of the Dockum Sit-in Written by Prisca Barnes
Illustrated by Priscella Brown
Published by Storytime Village

Ron Walters has a dream of living in a place where he is treated fairly and equally. But in 1950s Wichita, he
can’t even eat at a lunch counter because of the color of his skin. With the help of the NAACP Youth Council, Ron
organizes a sit-in at the local Dockum Drugstore to try and make a change in his city. However, this makes many
people angry, and it seems like no change will ever happen. Will Ron and his friends ever be able to achieve the
equality they seek? Grades 3-5.
Kansas Connection: The author and illustrator live in Wichita, KS, where the Dockum sit-in took place.

THE AMELIA SIX

Written by Kristin L. Gray,
Published by Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books
Adventure awaits eleven-year-old Millie when she and five other science-minded girls are chosen to spend the
night in Amelia Earhart’s childhood home in Atchison. Suddenly, a fun night of scavenger hunts takes a nosedive when
Amelia’s historic goggles disappear. With a blizzard raging outside and a house full of suspects, it’s up to the Amelia Six
to find the culprit and return the goggles. Grades 3-7.
Kansas Connection: The book takes place in Atchison, Kansas, the childhood home of Amelia Earhart.

PREMEDITATED MYRTLE: A Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery
Written by Elizabeth C. Bunce
Published by Algonquin Young Readers

Twelve-year-old Myrtle Hardcastle has a passion for justice and a Highly Unconventional obsession with criminal science. Armed with her father’s law books and her mum’s microscope, Myrtle studies toxicology, keeps abreast of the
latest developments in crime scene analysis, and Observes her neighbors in the quiet Victorian village of Swinburne,
England.
When her next-door neighbor dies under Mysterious Circumstances, Myrtle seizes her chance. With her unflappable

governess by her side, Myrtle takes it upon herself to solve the crime, even if nobody else believes her — not even her
father, the town prosecutor. Grades 5-8.
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Lenexa, Kansas.

ALL HALLOWS’ SHADOW

Written by Michael D. Graves
Published by Meadowlark Books
When a young woman is stabbed to death in Wichita, the police capture a suspect and put him behind bars within hours.
Detective Pete Stone is hired to prove that the suspect is innocent, but Stone has his doubts. Isn’t being caught standing
over the body with knife in hand evidence enough? When additional bodies turn up murdered by weapons with similar
strange markings and cryptic verses, Stone realizes the clock is ticking. He must uncover the truth before the real villain
strikes again, on Halloween night.
*Companion to 2016 Notable book To Leave a Shadow.
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Emporia, KS, and the story takes place in 1930s Wichita, KS.

THE CHICKEN SISTERS

Written by KJ Dell’Antonia
Published by G.P. Putnam’s Sons
Three generations. Two chicken shacks. One recipe for disaster. In tiny Merinac, Kansas, Chicken Mimi’s and Chicken
Frannie’s have spent a century vying to serve up the best fried chicken in the state–and the legendary feud between their
respective owners has lasted just as long.
When family secrets become public knowledge on a reality TV restaurant competition, the sisters must choose: Will they
fight with each other, or for their heritage?
Kansas Connection: The story takes place in a fictional Kansas town.
The author also has family ties to Southeast Kansas.

MAWSON’S MISSON: Launching Women’s Intercollegiate Athletics at the University of Kansas
Written by L. Marlene Mawson
Published by University Press of Kansas
Before 1968, women’s athletics in higher education meant playdays and sports days. That spring, when the Division of
Girls and Women in Sports announced that national collegiate sports championships for women would begin in 1969,
Marlene Mawson was charged with establishing a women’s athletics program at the University of Kansas.
This book covers the remarkable career of Mawson, from her early years in Missouri to her retirement. With behind–
the-scenes views and insights that reflect a lifetime’s experience, her memoir weaves together the history of the development of women’s athletics at the University of Kanas and the story of the birth of women's intercollegiate athletics across
the United States—from the Olympic Development Committee to Title IX to the NCAA
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Lawrence, KS, which is also home to the University of Kansas (KU).

NORTHERN CHEYENNE LEDGER ART BY FORT ROBINSON BREAKOUT SURVIVORS
Written by Denise Low and Ramon Powers
Published by University of Nebraska Press
Northern Cheyenne Ledger Art by Fort Robinson Breakout Survivors presents the images of Native warriors—Wild Hog,
Porcupine, and Left Hand, as well as possibly Noisy Walker (or Old Man), Old Crow, Blacksmith, and Tangled Hair—as they
awaited probable execution in the Dodge City jail in 1879. When Sheriff Bat Masterson provided drawing materials, the
men created war books that were coded to avoid confrontation with white authorities and to narrate survival from a Northern Cheyenne point of view. The prisoners used the ledger-art notebooks to maintain their cultural practices during incarceration and as gifts and for barter with whites in the prison where they struggled to survive. This group of artists have left
a legacy of courage and powerful art.
Kansas Connection: Denise Low lives in Lawrence, KS, and Ramon Powers lives in Topeka, KS.
The artists were held captive in Dodge City, KS.

PRAIRIE BACHELOR: The Story of a Kansas Homesteader and the Populist Movement
Written by Lynda Beck Fenwick
Published by University Press of Kansas
The People’s Party, the most successful third party in America’s history, emerged from the Populist Movement of
the late 1800s. And of the People’s Party, there was perhaps no more exemplary proponent than homesteader Isaac
Beckley Werner of Stafford County, Kansas. Very much a man of his community, Werner contributed columns Kansas
newspapers, spoke at the county seat, regularly attended Populist lectures, and most fortunately for posterity, kept a
journal reporting on the world around him. With this journal as a starting point, Isaac Beckley Werner, prairie bachelor,
becomes an eloquent guide to the practical, social, and political realities of rural life in late nineteenth-century Kansas.
Kansas Connection: The author was raised in and now lives in rural Kansas. The story takes place in Stafford County, KS.

SWIMMING SHELTER
Written by Al Ortolani
Published by Spartan Press
The idea for writing one poem a day for 100 days emerged slowly. In March, as we sheltered in place, I discovered that
putting poems on Facebook allowed me to communicate with an immediacy that I usually only enjoyed at public readings. It
tasted like bacon, like strong coffee. Naively, I thought 30 days would cover the worst of the pandemic.
As I considered shutting down my daily posts, I experienced a sense of loss, of isolation, that troubled me. I kept writing
and posting, finding that I needed the electronic human contact. These poems are not all about Covid-19, but all of them
were discovered while swimming in shelter, crawling for calm water.
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Lenexa, Kansas.

UN MANGO GROWS IN KANSAS
Written by Huascar E. Medina
Published by Spartan Press
Kansas Poet Laureate Huascar Medina’s new bilingual poetry collection is a journey that begins in the mango orchards of
Puerto Rico and ends “hidden in a Kansas wheat field within a husk of corn.” They are also poems of remembered songs, small
frogs, crossing guards, and pandemics.
These poems, written in Spanish and English, will strengthen the reader’s understanding of the soil to which each poem
sprouted.
Kansas Connection: The author lives in Topeka and is the Kansas Poet Laureate 2019-2021.

LADYBIRD, COLLECTED
Written by Meg Heriford
Self-published
Essays from a tiny diner in the middle of the country. The stories in this collection are snapshots that span Ladybird
Diner’s first six years in business. It all started with pie at the center of everything but progressed into stories about the
people who work there and the people who ate there. During the pandemic, Ladybird Diner shut down their regular operations and began providing free sack lunches to anyone who needed one. These are stories of love and adaptation at the
broad intersection of commerce and community, and how a pandemic changed everything and nothing about us.
Kansas Connection: The Ladybird Diner is a business in Lawrence, KS.

WORLD OF WONDERS: In Praise of Fireflies, Whale Shares, and Other Astonishments
Written by Aimee Nezhukumatahil
Published by Macmillan (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)
As a child, Nezhukumatathil called many places home, including the grounds of a Kansas mental institution. Although,
no matter where she was transplanted, she was able to turn to our world’s fierce and funny creatures for guidance. Even
in the strange and the unlovely, this collection finds beauty and kinship in the natural world and the way its inhabitants
can teach, support, and inspire us. For it is this way with wonder: it requires that we are curious enough to look past the
distractions to fully appreciate the world’s gifts.
Kansas Connection: Some of the content is based on the author’s time in Kansas as a child.
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